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Maison de l'innovation
Nantes, France

A hub for digital transformation – the French postal service sought to create an IT centre of excellence offering attractive 

working conditions. Designed by Baumschlager Eberle Architekten, the building, constructed using a hybrid timber-frame 

method, blends confidently into its surroundings. The themes of communication and public accessibility characterise the 

building both inside and out. Surrounding green spaces, such as landscaped outdoor areas, reflect one aspect of the 

thoroughly successful sustainable construction. The pre-painted aluminium of the façade is 75 per cent recycled and 

provides efficient sun protection. The depth of the reveals is reminiscent of historic houses, thus creating a connection 

to the surroundings. The architecture links the city’s past and present through the abstraction of the past (arch motif) 

and the minimalist building envelope.

The Maison de l’Innovation follows a low-tech energy concept with significantly reduced building services. The combi-

nation of an energy-efficient building envelope, passive cooling, night ventilation and ceiling fans makes conventional 

air conditioning unnecessary. The building utilises existing energy sources efficiently – waste heat from server rooms 

covers 75 per cent of heating requirements. 
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Architecture
•	 Baumschlager Eberle Architekten     

Companies involved

Client
•	 La poste immobilier

For further information contact the AGPB office:

pulswerk GmbH | 1070 Wien, Seidengasse 13/3 | agpb.at | office@agpb.at | T +43 1 523 61 05

Facts

Office building
•	 Completed 2024

•	 Area: 15,300 m²

Energy and environmental aspects
•	 Wood-hybrid construction

•	 Aluminium façade with 72 per cent recycled 

content

•	 1,000 tonnes of reused material from demolition

•	 Passive cooling concept (with night ventilation, 

ceiling fans)

•	 District heating from 100 per cent biomass

•	 10,000 m² of reused raised floors

Characteristics 
•	 Primary energy requirement: 74.2 kWh/m²a

•	 75 per cent of heating requirements covered by 

server waste heat

Awards and certifications
•	 HQE Excellent

•	 E+C-, OsmoZ

•	 Ready2Services

•	 BiodiverCity
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